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HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

September 

An analysis of ysis of egee Study 

William J, Brown, MB, 
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 

] Tn recent Ta wee 44 as las i 5 + BI a onotinnn ys ne vers the Tuskegee Study has become an increasingly é ti Ly oreeG suoject, This aura has in large measure prevented reezone appraisal of the situation, It is hoped that these remarks wi ald in restoring our prospectives and lead to a reasonable course 

While s 
this ‘cedia its volume 
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A 

justifiable eri 

te t 
ew * 

Pace - Dr. Brown 

S to point out that neither major medical 
nefits are likely to be forthcoming irregard- 
study, and thus the overall priority of the 

€ viewpoints is relativel y low, 

5. All of tad, 

revelations nor p 
less of who Supervises t 

Cc 

  

6. Moral Calicetion - Any quastion of termina tion nainges upon an oblicaticn to the remaining syphilitic patients, This is both an impli ana @exoressed obligation, The long continued assignment of Mrs, Lauric and now Mrs, Kennebrew to Tuskeeee demonstrates our good faith and sincerity. The annusi examination of survivors and referral of those with sienificant physical findings also clearly d emonstrates Our position and good will. Several recent pieces of correspondenc indicate that termination js now desirable since many of the patients are now dead or that the deaths of those fon ear’ will bring the study fo @ natural termination within the next few years, Certainly we are obligated to maintain our present level of observation as long as a 
intai 

significant number of patients remain alive, 

7. A point may be reached where the number of survivors no longer justifies continued surveillenc » Dut this might expose the pregram to 
g ds of the moral issue, What 

itici n 
Sutvivors would justify such a secision? 

&, A more dofinice enaver can De mace concerning natural ierwination, One merely needs to know the current nunber of survivors, their average age, and have access to a life table fox non-vaite males to definitely determine the number who wilk be living for any future year, Currently <149 Syphilitics are alive and their averese age is 71, In five years, {101 can be expected to-stili be alive. In 1980, sixty-eight of the Ssyphilitics will still be living. In the years that follow the annual mortality will probably be no greater than 9-10 percent so that apDrOx- imately 25 individuals may reasonsoly be expected to survive yet another k decade (1990). This exercise simply points out that natural termination in the forseeable future is an uniihely event, i 

9. It is also sugcested that a lack of continuity on the part ef VD personnel is 2 valid excuse for cermination, I would like to point out that this study has not had a fulltins person (other than Nurse Laurie) handling this study for a great many years. Periodically medical- officers have becone interested or were assigned for short periods to the project, but there has been very little medical continuity since the inception of tne study, It is true that Mrs, Price has handled the record keeping for many years, but this was only a small part of her duties, She is still readily available as.a consultant ¢ should questions concerning the records arise, In essence then, there has. long been lack of medical continuity and the need for this now is debatable at best, 

7



Page 3 - Dr. Brow 

1G. Due to our present financial duress it harc dly seems feasible to 
commit $150,000 over a three or four- -year period or eyen hire a GS-14 
pathologist to oversee the study, It has also been suggested that a 
SUMMarY monograph obstensively authored by appropriate experts be 
preparec, This raises several gucstions., Why outside experts, who 
have not een Buvolved in the study? Such experts may very well prefer 
not to associated with this study because of its sansitive nature, 

b 
§ 

there remains very little expertise on late syphilis, 

ué of an elaborate and 

nly adequately covers 

ibution of such a mono- 

the program, 

12, A much more realistic appreach would involve the prep 
series of "in-house reports." Any findings of special int 
portance might then be published in appropriate journals 4 
done in the past, 

13, In summary, three distinct courses of action ap éar to be open: 3 

(1) The study ay be terminated, This is clearly not justified 
from the foregoins discussion. In fact the assienment of a now nurse 
aiready indicates our dedication to this study and its Subjects. 

(2). The study may be continued éloag its presence } 
periodic. clinical observation and serologic survei lance, On occasion 
the publication of eny new sienificant finding may be considered, This 
can be handled by the present steff in clinical research with occasional 
Supplementation by VDRL or VD Branch medical officers, 

(3) A special unit with a fulltime director may Be created, The 
i fered lance ¢ a na hie o of this OF itior el nave oe een Ggiscus sed, 

wa a ae 
wee Re A ab ate ay La PRG wate La ae m2 

CO: ate ; wel 

14, In my opinion, when all factors ere considered, the second cotisn r 3 
: 3 

appears to D2 the wisest course of action, 

©. 

James B. Lucas ws L 

Assistant Chief ey . 
Venereai Disease Branch 

State and Cer ity Services Division 
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